
BATTLEFIELD TOUR 2016
CONFLICT BETWEEN 

FRANCE & GERMANY 1870, 1914, 1940:
THE BATTLEFIELDS OF SEDAN,

THE MARNE, AND VERDUN

22 - 25 APRIL 2016



2

The University of Buckingham has partnered
with a professional tour company, The Cultural
Experience, to provide a scholarly, informative,
and deeply rewarding experience of one of
modern Europe’s most important theatres 
of war.

Led by Professor Saul David and a distinguished
group of experts, this tour explores an area of
eastern France that, on three separate occasions
over a period of seventy-five years, was the 
epicentre of conflicts between the French 
Republic and Germany. The locations to be
visited were strategically crucial in terms of
attack and defence during the Franco-Prussian
War of 1870, the First World War, and the
German Blitzkrieg of 1940. By studying 
particular battlefields and positions that 
figured conspicuously in these conflicts, the
evolution of warfare and military tactics can
be clearly demonstrated and more fully 
understood. 

Everywhere that we will visit in the course of
the tour will provide a deepened understanding
of particular battles and their relation to the
wars of which they were so important a part.
Metz underwent a 54-day siege during the
Franco-Prussian War, where its importance
as a citadel was demonstrated by the fact that
after surrendering the town the commander
in charge of its defence was court martialled
and convicted of treason. 

The importance of Verdun also cannot be
overstated. A fortress town since the Roman
Empire, it was the last to be surrendered to
the Prussians in 1870 after a siege of ten
weeks, by which point it had established itself
as symbol of French pride and independence. 

This, in turn, goes some way towards explaining
why its defence in 1916 provided the longest

and most casualty-heavy battle of the First
World War. Similarly, Sedan provided the 
decisive Prussian victory in 1870 and led to
the surrender of Napoleon III. It also
supplied a crucial breakthrough in 1940,
which enabled the German war machine to
make its way to the crucial French ports.
Our final destination is the battlefield of the
Marne, where in 1914, according to General
Joffre, the fate of France was decided.
So important was this early exchange that it
was dubbed ‘the most decisive battle since
Waterloo’. 

The region also boasts stunning countryside
and is also the heart of the Champagne region,
where there will be the opportunity to tour one
of the world-famous champagne houses and to
sample some of the produce. Those taking part
in the Battlefield Tour will be accommodated
in fine historical hotels, situated in the centre
of some of France’s most ancient towns. 

Itinerary
Friday 22 April
Depart London St Pancras on the 09:17 
Eurostar to Paris, arrive 12:47. Depart Paris
on the 13:40 TGV to Metz, arrive 15:03. 
Afternoon visit to the battlefield of Gravelotte
St Privat, 1870. Return to Metz and check 
in to 4-star Hotel La Citadel for one night.
Dinner in hotel. 

The 2016 Battlefield Tour 
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Saturday 23 April 
Check-out of hotel. Explore the battlefield of
Verdun, site of the Great War’s longest battle.
Travel to Sedan and check-in to 4-star Hotel
Fort Chateau for one night. Dinner in hotel. 

Sunday 24 April
A look at the battle of Sedan in 1870 & the
German breakthrough of 1940. Afternoon
guided tour with tasting at a champagne house
in Reims. Check-in to the 4-star Hotel de la
Paix for one night. Dinner in hotel. 

Monday 25 April
Study of the crucial battle of the Marne, 1914.
Return to Paris for 17:13 Eurostar to London
St Pancras arriving 18:32. 

Expert lecturers 
and battlefield guides
Dr Matthias Strohn is Senior Research
Fellow in the Humanities Research Institute
and teaches on the University’s programme
based in London. He is also a senior lecturer
in the Department of War Studies, The Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst, and a Fellow of 
the Royal Historical Society. Before arriving
at Sandhurst, he lectured at Oxford University

and the Joint Forces Command and Staff

College at Shrivenham. He is a specialist in the
history of the German army in the 20th century,
with a special interest in the World Wars,
command and leadership, the development
of doctrine and the application of doctrine
on the battlefield. 

Major General John Drewienkiewicz,
or ‘DZ’ as he is often known, is a former 
Engineer-in-Chief of the Army who served
extensively in Bosnia and Kosovo in the late
1990s in both military and civilian organizations.
During his long service in the Balkans, his 
attention turned to Austria’s wars in the 
mid-19th Century which has subsequently
developed into research into the central 
European wars between 1859 to 1870 and
in particular, the military prowess of Prussia. 

Professor Saul David is Course Director of
Buckingham’s London-based MA in Military
History by Research and the author of many
critically acclaimed history books, including
Indian Mutiny, Zulu, Victoria’s Wars and 100
Days to Victory: How the Great War was Fought
and Won, 1914-1918. He has presented and
appeared in numerous history programmes
for all the major TV channels and is a regular
contributor to Radio 4. 
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Accommodation: fine-quality 4-star hotels
The accommodation throughout the tour is excellent. The following short notes cannot do
justice to the style or location of each hotel and prospective participants in the Battlefield Tour

are encouraged to follow each hotel’s web-link to obtain further information. All rooms are 
en-suite with TV and WiFi. 

Metz:
La Citadelle Hotel 
www.citadelle-metz.com/uk/index.php
This is a historic hotel, located in a sixteenth- 
century Citadel, within the famous garrison 
town of Metz. The citadel was built after 
the siege of Metz in 1552 which resulted 
in the republican free city coming under 
control of the French king. 

Thereafter it was quickly established as 
a strategic fortified town. Metz itself 
changed hands regularly between the
Germans and French throughout the period covered by this tour. This hotel’s imposing 
architecture and decor still evoke the splendour of the old fortress. The rooms offer guests 
simple yet sophisticated décor and with a Brasserie style and Michelin-starred restaurant on site. 

Sedan: 
Hôtel Le Château Fort de Sedan
www.chateaufort-sedan.fr/en 
This is a luxury hotel housed in one of 
the largest medieval castles in Europe. 
It is a classified French national 
monument. It was the centre of the 
Principality of Sedan until 1642 when 
its owner was forced to hand it over to 
King Louis XIII, after his conviction for 
conspiracy against his sovereign. In 1870
Napoleon III was surrounded and
defeated by the Prussians here and ‘Sedan
Day’ was celebrated as a German National Holiday until 1919. This is a hotel of great character
and style. The rooms have contemporary décor and their large size will ensure a relaxing stay
after a busy day on the battlefields. There is a gourmet restaurant on site.
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Reims: 
Hôtel de la Paix
www.bestwestern.fr/fr/hotel-Reims,Best-
Western-Hotel-De-La-Paix,93385 
This is contemporary-style hotel in the
centre of one of the most ancient cities in
France, the location of the coronations of
the kings of France. 

After the Franco-Prussian war, the city was
forced into poverty and took serious 
damage during both World Wars, most
famously to its grand cathedral in 1914. 

It was also the location of the 
Wehrmacht’s unconditional surrender on
7 May 1945. The hotel combines
modernity and tradition with stylish
rooms providing a comfortable stay. 
It also provides a Café Restaurant and 
private terrace bar. 
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What is included in
the Battlefield Tour
•   The tour is led by Professor Saul David, 
    one of Britain’s most distinguished military
    historians.

•   Expert guidance on the battlefield will 
    be provided by Major General John 
    Drewienkiewicz & Dr Matthias Strohn

•   Return Eurostar rail journey in Standard 
    Premier, with light meal and drinks served
    on board 

•   First class TGV from Paris to Metz  

•   Executive coach travel throughout, for 
    transfers between hotels and battlefields

•   3 nights bed and breakfast accommodation
    in four-star hotels  

•   3 three-course dinners ( fixed menu) served
    with wine, water & tea, and coffee  

•   3 picnic lunches 

•   Guided tour of a champagne house
    including a complimentary glass of 
    champagne 

•   The tour is accompanied by one of The 
    Cultural Experience’s tour managers 
    throughout 

Prices
The price per person is £1585; with a single
room occupancy supplement: £150 per person.  

A £125 non-refundable deposit per person 
is required as soon as possible to confirm the
booking, with the balance due 10 weeks prior
to departure i.e. 11 February 2016.

It is a condition of booking that all participants
have adequate cancellation, travel and medical
insurance in force at the time of travel. 

We reserve the right to adjust the itinerary in
consultation with the tour leader.

Financial security
Midas Tours Limited trading as The Cultural
Experience holds ATOL T10153 issued by the
Civil Aviation Authority and is a member of
The Travel Trust Association which guarantees
that any money paid to us by you is 100% safe
and placed into an independent trust account
which can not be accessed until after your
return from the holiday. 

Please note that the contract for the delivery
of the Battlefield Tour is with The Cultural
Experience, not the University of Buckingham,
and any queries or correspondence should be
directed to the company on the email below.

The Cultural Experience
8 Barnack Business Park, Blakey Road, 
Salisbury, SP1 2LP 
Tel: 0345 475 1815 
info@theculturalexperience.com
www.theculturalexperience.com 



BOOKING FORM
(University of Buckingham Tour) 

Please complete in full and return to The Cultural Experience 

First participant 
(All details should be exactly as shown in each traveller’s passport) 

Title: .........................   Surname: ................................................................................................................

First names: ....................................................................... Known as: ...................................................... 

Address: ......................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................. Postcode: ......................................... 

Tel (day): .................................................................  Mobile: .................................................................... 

Email: ............................................................................................................................................................. 

Passport details 

Passport No.: .......................................................... .Nationality: ............................................................

Date of Issue: .......................................................... Date of Expiry:........................................................

Date of birth: .......................................................... Place of birth: .........................................................

Place of issue: ................................................................................................................................................

Second participant 
(All details should be exactly as shown in each traveller’s passport) 

Title: .........................   Surname: ................................................................................................................

First names: ....................................................................... Known as: ...................................................... 

Address: ......................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................. Postcode: ......................................... 

Tel (day): .................................................................  Mobile: .................................................................... 

Email: .............................................................................................................................................................  

Passport details 

Passport No.: .......................................................... .Nationality: ............................................................

Date of Issue: .......................................................... Date of Expiry:........................................................

Date of birth: .......................................................... Place of birth: .........................................................

Place of issue: ................................................................................................................................................

Please sign and complete payment details overleaf 



BOOKING FORM
(University of Buckingham Tour) 

Please complete in full and return to The Cultural Experience

Further information (e.g. dietary or accessibility requirements)

Insurance details
1st participant 2nd participant

Insurance Company

Policy number

Emergency Tel No.

Payment Details

I wish to pay £ Debit card Visa Mastercard

(please make cheques payable to ‘The Cultural Experience’).
There is no charge for debit cards. Visa, Mastercard & Amex incur a 2% charge.

Card No:

Start Date: Expiry Date:

Security Code:

I confirm that the name and address of the credit/debit card holder are as for the first traveller overleaf.
I have read and accept The Cultural Experience booking conditions.

Signature: ..…………………………………………..……………………………………………………..……………….
Name (as per credit card): ……….…..……………….…..…………………..…….. Date: ...…………………….


